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1 Aker wſedged, 3 In all Ages 


and Countries of the known' 
Tho! it it hath*evir been ak 4 Part 6f the 
piblickCoifceras Of State, t6 enbbbfage and 
protect” It; YE" "the Diſs race of Fama 
Nayure, w we muſt confeſs, Ui the Taſtitutions 
of "Religion have' been too generally abuled; 

mlömucll chat ſome have made jt x Queſtion, 
whether the Miſchiefs it hath occalioned, put 


into the pale of Nabu. would 7 10 


mer 
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Fiknowledge the Miſchiefs-.of alf Zell is 

theic full Exeont ; vet Lade mat think the As 
ſertion true: It ſeems to havegiſen from 

Impreſſions to which the Human agina 

on is ſubjeR, hen it tabs ngt Reaſon For, 
its Guide. The miſchievous Effects of falſe 
Zeal have generally been publiek and notori- 
ous, breaking forth inio Mart aid the Sub- 
verſion of Empires: on the contrary, 1 
good Effects of true Religion 8 a 
ill muſt be, of s pertiancne and ſilent Na- 
ture; working effectually, but gecretl 5 on che 


* human: Heart ; and infulipg! tbemſelres hy 


te common. 


gentle Degrees) theg' all che Faenles of the 
| Soul, Here tt nba rl : 


ery Exe a wth Nady ; 
hat levels Towers and Foreſts, 
ſweeps eh of 

ble Lk 
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fluence they crown the ee wit Hen, 
and mak the Valet to laagh and ſing... gw, © 

T Feat, bodoubt, and terdible bete 
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eee bur Phe 
and Modes of Worſhip, . Abom Things dh 
ſigned and inſtirated for the Ends of Peace 


pales of Diſcord. Our bleſſed Saviour, knows | 
Ig hat Was: in Man, ſeems, in the Paſſags 


. 2 Prevention of this perlecuting Spirit ; ; 
that neither particular Place nor 
e e Wong would be of any intrinſic 
Value under the Chriſtian Diſpenlation': that 
the local and peculiar Ceremonies of Judaiſm, 
were to give Way to à Religion. of a more ex- 
alted Nature ; that the Hour was now come, 
when: the true Worſhipers ſhould worſhip the 
Father f in Spirit and in bin Truth. Not with 
the Jain nful ites and Ceremonies required by 
the Law, which only ſhadowed that whic: 


riſt perform d; but with that more ſubs | 


e and. f Fe Worſhip. which ſhould ſuit 
the Genius of Chriſtianity. For the Father, 


faith he, Jeeben fuch ta mls bim. 


TA. "ths the Import of the Words, 
will appear; by conſidering the Context: The 
Explanation of which, will at the ſame Time 
diſcover to us the Reaſon of this ſeeming Mu- 
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wich his Creatures according to the abſurd 
ſtaus, which- altereth wot + but while himſelf 
_ Wiſdom, condeſcends to the Weakneſs of tis 


their various Situation and Capacley. 7 
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tability in the Will of God; = deals not 
Rigour of the Law of the Meder and Per- 
ſits enthron ' d in the Glories of unchangeable 


Creatures, / and - adapts his various Lans to 
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A 13 * Time of the Mightion' of Py 
OTE from Egypt, the whole World was 
ſunk in Idolatry. T hey alone were 'blef- 


ſed with the Knowledg e of the true God. 


Vet even they were 5 relapfing } into 
the Ablurdities of Idol-Worſhip. Hence that 
Load of peculiar Ceremonies was 10 on 
them; all tending by various Means to one 
great End; that of keeping them pure from 
Idolatry, of ſeparating them from the Wor- 
ſhip of the Pagan Nations that ſurrounded 
them, and MAL them in that of the true. 


God. To this End the Temple was built, 


and the Worſhip eſtabliſned at Jeruſalem : 
hither the whole Nation was obliged to reſort 


at ſtated Times, to prevent their Relapſe 1 into 
ENU 8 
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*'T H E WB Etna were Sed ** bad G. 
vided from che 7 and for the lame Ends 
had built a Temple on Mount Gerizim; 


where they likew iſe periodically perform'd Fs 
Ceremonies 38 by the LA . 


Tu . 81 E ' Ceremonies, and this Separation 
of the Jews from the Gentiles, were deſigned 
by Providence to be continued till the Co- 
ming of Chriſt. But now a glorious Change 
was to take Place. The World was now 
prepared, by higher Degrees of Knowledg ge, 
for the Reception of the Goſpel. This was 
the Hour appointed for the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs to riſe, for his Light to be ſpread over 
the Face of the whole Earth. Every Cir- 
cumſtance and Ceremony was now to be done 
away, that tended to keep up the former Se- 
paration ; nothing to be eſtabliſhed, ſave what 
tended- to a general Union of Mankind: 
and the peculiar, the local, and periodical 
W orſhjp- of Jeruſalem, to be ſwallowed up 
in that more ſpiritual Diſpenſation, which was 
deſigned to produce univerſal Peace and Cha- 
rity.—And now we ſhall only need to [Hs 40 
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Once 
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once its Meaning and Propriety. The Wo. 
man of Sam ia, deſirous of Taformation, 
ſays to Jeſus, Our Fathers worſhiped in 

this" Mountain ; and ye ſay, that in "Feruſa Ei 
iv the Place where Men ought to: worſhip, 
Jeſus faid unto ther: Woman, believe me, the 
Hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in this 
Mor ntain, nor at Nriſalem, worthip the. Fas |; 
ther- Th E Hours cometh, and now is, when 
the true 'orſhipers ſhall worſhip the. F 18 
5. Spirit anq in unh for the F 4. a 
ſuch 60 dali kim. wo, "OP 


BU 4% avoiding ' one: Eitreme, ie 
basis generally been the Fate of Mankind 
to ſty to its Oppoſite; ſo here, this Peclarati- 
; on, which implies ally the Abolition of the 
- &remonis} Law, ad the Efabliſimetit of 4 
mste pute and” ſpiritual Worfhip, hath fre- 
| quonitly Beer miſinterpreted! into an expreſs 
Command agetniF al external Ceremonies and 
publick Religion. ; [Nar only unletter q En- 
blaſts ba ve often Fallen into this Extreme ; 
but we Rave Heard one of Reputation a and 
Abilitits' declare, that Chtiſflanity is © no 
mort tllan 2 Kind of N cxilling 
int che Mind?) © 
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A * Andeſcd we were - Mea is in we 3755 | 
f Angels,” is light, for or ooght bt we oa be : 
be: but wits we are in but 191 85 Ei 

imperfeck, 5 embodyd Ste 

found necelfary, on impartial | 5 . 880 
in Exteryals to our” Aid, "if we would. in X 

accompliſh; that great « Parpoh, e 


God in Spirit” 46a + in T Let u s there- 

fore 7 85 cd to. the Ploof of 5 en - and N SE 

oof will [ evidenthy,a the Eff 11 

i Vece 4 Hobie 3 gion nl the 

Ralonablendl of this Pay's eee, 
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4 er all Religion: 15 "52 
befieve; Jr is Breach,of Truth or 88 n 4 
Wi, Ne per ie ee 
0 rated a Bullinefe 6r/Peaſure, that | 
40 Wn tet Thoughts to, te | 
dom recolſect either their Obli tors t Rim, | 
or their Dependance ori him, Roy hen | 
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and ah PY,, as to be Proof againſt everx 
Ga it hp 0 rr Numbers. arg Pars 
55 the atbitrary ower of Cult 9, and we 
© hs the e Rules "IF De: CENCY,. wh ald, 
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gion; 3 Which the” th Y. work 9055 their entir en tire 


of Full Eifeh tho er be - Toon Roaked by 

the Cares and Pl Pt feafures, of theW We 5 I 
thote Cares whe! eaſures : at a Stan, and, Prey, | 
vetit chem Fon ee up.chi he Soul Lin a 
total *"Degenerac thers there arc, no 


| it ubt,, who wee Appearance. here, arc 


happily, ſurpri e denen Fiery ang 


race, by th 
who ee ory Call 
Doro and Cu 2 15 but depart with 25 oy, 
f Thing ypoo -thels Mind, onze 
top their Lethargy of Soul, to liſten; to 
a ng Voice, which bids hem 8 to the 
brew þ fag, ane d. welt mn it. bPoqgotT 1 41 0 


24h. E EN, athong hole" "Uh in, their 
bia Dovotions are moſt ſinceré; external 
Acts 
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Acts and Ceremonies; when properly con- 
ducted, become real Aſſiſtances. There is 
that ſtrong and mutual Connexion between the 
Body and the Soul; between the Senſes and 
Imagination, the Paſſions and the Reaſon of 
Mankind; that they uniformly act and re- act 
upon each other; and, by this mutual Re- 
bound, work Effects which to a common 
Eye may ſeem almoſt miraculous. Is it not 

a general and a juſt Complaint, that the Mind 
of Man is drawn forcibly. down from the 
Contemplation of divine Things, by the Al- 
lurements of the outward Senfes? What Lei- 
ſons of Morality have been given on this im- 
portant Topick? How often and how power- 
fully have Mankind been exhorted to avoid 
every | inviting Temptation of Sight and Hear- 
ing; becauſe thefe, working on the Imagina- 
tions and Paſſions of Mankind, do — 
ſink the Soul in every fenſual Exceſs? Now 
ſo it hath happened, that many of theſe pious 
Moraliſts, not penetrating into the full Extent 
of the human Frame, have branded the 
Senſes and Imagination, as the natural Ene- 
mies of all Virtue: forgetting that, by a 
proper Application, they might be inliſted in 
Her Service; and happily converted into _ 
tura 
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tural Inſtruments of the nobleſt Purpoſes of | 
Religion. For as many Objects of Senſe 
tend to debaſe the Mind, ſo there are others 
which no leſs tend to exalt it. Hence indif- 
ferent Things gain their Efficacy: For as the 
Soul, in common Life, is too generally drawn 
down by earthly Objects; ſo, it is the Provinceof 
publick Religion to counter work their Opera- 
tions, and elevate the Mind to the Contem- 
plation of divine Things, by external and ſo- 
lemn Inſtitutions. Thus, the appointed Times 


of Worſhip will naturally put us in Mind of 


the Importance of that Work we are called 
to: The Grandeur, awful Silence, and Solem- 
nity of the Houſe of God, when we enter in- 
to it, will naturally awaken thoſe Impreſſions 
of Love and Gratitude, thoſe Sentiments of 
Humility and Submiſſion, which are the pro- 
per Foundations of unfeigned Devotion. 


The humble Poſture of kneeling in Prayer,. 


of ſtanding up with a more aſſured Reverence 
when we praiſe our Maker, the giving Voice 
and Accent both to our Prayers and Praiſes, 
—all theſe, as they are the natural Efforts of 


. the Soul working on the Body ; ſo, by a Re- 
bound on the Imagination, they raiſe the Soul 


to new and higher Degrees of Fervour, tend 
ing 
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ing to fix more warm and laſting Impreſſions 
| ay eee ae . on che Heart. | 


M1 50 Bub DES « hee gen Effect, we 
malt not forget the powerful I Toflu uence of Ex- 
ample in the-Publick. Worſhip of God. By 
Example I mean not only * which works 
by Shame or Emulation, nor that which a- 
wakens cool Reflection in the Mind, by both 
which Religion and Piety are indeed often 
promoted: But ' mean that Sympathy of 
Soul ſo ſtrongly prevalent in human Nature, 
which like Fire among combuſtible Matter, 
immediately runs thro the Maſs, converting 
the whole into its 'own Likeneſs. The 
Paſſions are contagious. Fear, Hope, Grief, 
Joy, Exultation, and Rapture, ſhining forth 
in the Countenance of our Fellow- cceatures, 
ſtrike themſelves into our Hearts, and awaken 
correſpondent Feelings in the Soul. Thus 
the Sight of a Congregation ſeriouſly united 
in Worſhip, does naturally inſpire additional 
Degrees of Piety and Reverence. Every In- 
dividual at once gives and receives new Fer- 
vours of Devotion: a Devotion far more ani- 


mated than can eaſily be raiſed in the Re- 


tirement 


12 OuEXTERNALS 


tirement:-of- the Cloſet. We become: more 
ardent in Prayer; more attettiyerin heating: 
and when the Voices of the Congregation join 
with the Inſtrument of divine Praiſe, and the 
Powers of Harmony, Our Hearts are, douply 
warmed. with, Gratitude, and then indeed do 
. n. the Aue _ b 0 crank 
25%. r fr Te 


1 


wh To ac o eck bf theſe Erdl hin 
ſeparately; conſidered, / are of great Weight; 
yet when-united, they receive ſtill higher De- 
grees of Uſefulneſs and Eſſicacy, eſpecially 
when enforced by the Power of Cuſtom. 
Thoſe Places, Actions, Ceremonies, Poſtures, 
Forms of Worſhip, to which we have bee 
long aceiſtgmed, and to which we! have 
habitually jolned the Ideas of Reyerence, 
Piety, Sanctity, Gratitude, and Devotion, 
theſe,” I ſay, will always affect us in the moſt 
warm and  effeqtual Manner. This ariſes 


from a Quality in the Soul, called in the Lan- 
guage of Philoſophers; the Power of Affaci- 


ation ; by which the Imagination by repeated 
Acts joins Things together, which in them- 
ſelves are ſeparate: but I chuſe rather to call 

it 
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it by the more intelligible Name of Caſtom. 
Thro' this frequent Repetition therefore, e- 
very accuſtomed Place and Form of Worſhip 
works a ſtronger Effect on the Soul; in Com- 
pariſon of which, any new adopted Form ap 

pears dead and powerleſs. To thoſe, the 

magination more forcibly Joie the 14 of 
Reverence and Sanctity; and is thence more 
ey e — 7 of Pere: 


An D now, aul L need e to you 
the Fropriety and Reaſonableneſs of this 
Day's Solemnity? Its Deſign is, © By a legal, 
( ſelemn, and publick Act, to ſeparate this 
« Place from common Uſes, and conſe- 
&« crate it to the publick Worſhip of Almighty 
God.“ Not that we can bring down or 
confine the Immenſity of the 'Godhead'to the 
narrow Circuit of theſe Walls ; that God, 
who dwelleth not in Temples made with. 
Hands, whom even the mighty Temple of 
the Univerſe, the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
contain ! But by this peculiar and ſolemn De- 
ſtination, it is naturally fitted to ſtrike the 
buman Mind with additional Degrees of Awe 
and 
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and Reverence. This Fact hath been fo u; 
niverſally acknowledged, that all Ages and 
Natians, accor ding, to their 'Apprehenſions 
of Religion, have concurred in the Practice of 
Conſecration. Vet the true Reaſon hath not 
always been apprehended : It hath often been 
prackiſed on ff uperſtitibus Motives. But the 
PraRtice, as here explained, and here perform 
ed, is not the Effect of a weak Superſtition, 
as hath been blindly ſuggeſted of late by ſome, 
who neither underſtood human Nature nor 
themſelves; - It is the natural and genuine 
Reſult from the Conſtitution of the human 
Frame : which, as it always annexes the I- 
geas « ol Horror and Deteſtation to thoſe Places 
where any notorious and execrable Act of 
Wickedneſs hath been committed; ſo it natu- 
rally joips the Impreſſions of Reverence and 
deyout Reſpect to thoſe which have been ſo- 
lemnly dedicated to Religion and. Virtue. Let 


„/ « * 


Man chuſe for the Place of is —— a 
Dungeon, the Habitation of Criminals, or a 
Den, the Receptacle of Thieves and Robbers? 
Would he chule to purify his Mind in the 
Places where the impure and polluted Scenes of 

Drunk- 
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Drunkenneſs, Lewdneſs, and Debauchery are 
daily acted? Would not the Conſciouſneſs of 
theſe Abominations ſtrike upon his Soul, mix 
itlelf with every exalted and heavenly Con- 
templation, and like a muddy Stream falling 
into clear Waters, debaſe and contaminate 
their native Purity? Now in a Place ſet apart 
by ſolemn Deſtination to divine Worſhip, an 
Effect the very Reverſe of this takes Place. 
Every Object that preſents itſelf, brings along 
with it ſome Idea, ſome Image, ſome awaken- 
ing Circumſtance of Sanẽtity or Virtue, As 
theſe flow in, the Soul diveſts itſelf of every 

turbulent and unquiet Paſſion: l 
and Prophanencſs are check'd in their Career ; F 
Hypocriſy relents ;. Cruelty ſtands ſubdued; 

and Revenge, for a-while, forgets its Nature. 
The Soul, thus cleanſed from its vicious In- 
clinations, becomes prepared for the Recep- 
tion of every . heavenly Influence. That 
God, to whom this ſacred Place is now de- 
 dicated, tho every where and at all Times pre- 
ſent, becomes here more intimately preſerit 
to the Mind. Here the Love of a Saviour, 
by frequent and ſolemn Commemoration, be- 


comes the natural Object of our Meditations 
| | and 
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and Gfalitude. Here we more warmly ac- 


knowledge, and by that Acknowledgement 


acquire ſti]! higher Portions of the divine Spi- 


tit of Grace. Here the Virtues of Faith and 


Hope, Meekneſs and Forgiveneſs, Good-will 
and Charity, like fo many Meſſengers from 
Heaven ſent down to conduct us thither, meet 
us at our Entrance; infuſing into our 0 
Peace and Joy, fuch as e World cannot 
give. In a Word, every Object that we ſee 


or hear, works a ſtrong Eſſect on the human 


Frame; and conſpires to elevate the Soul, 
from the Love of earthly Things, to the 
Fruition of God and Virtue. Such then is 
the Nature and Reaſonableneſs of this Day's 
Solemnity, A Solemnity adapted to the 
Frame and Capacities of Man. ' Angels, per- 
haps, need not ſtoop to it: Brutes cannot 
riſe to it. But the Man who feels not its In- 
fluence, muſt be either Angel or Brute; muſt 
be above or below the Condition of Huma- 
nity. 


IN Conſequence of theſe Truths, give 
me now Leave to add fome few Obſerva- 
tions. . 1 


1/t. 
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1. HavinG thus fixed the Nature 
and End of external Inſtitutions, and ſhewn 
that they are only the proper and appointed 
Means of worſhiping God more effectually 
in Spirit and in Truth, we ſhall now 
eaſily diſcover the Jangerous Effects of think- 
ing too highly of them. From this Extreme 
hath ariſen the Folly of vowing long and tedi- 
ous Pilgrimages, as a T hing meritorious in the 
Sight of God. A Journey to Mecca is almoſt 
the one Thing neceſſary in the Mahometan 
Religion: A Voyage to Jeruſalem was no leſs 
ſo, in the dark and ſuperſtitious Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity. A Pilgrimage to.Loretts is ſtill a Mat- 
ter of Importance within the Circuit of the 
Roman Church. All theſe feem to be abſurd 
and groundleſs Imitations of the periodical 
Worſhip at the Temple of Jeruſalem: For 
which indeed there was a ſubſtantial Reaſon, 
as explained above; but which ccaſed to ex- 
iſt on the Eſtabliſhment of Chriltianity. Yet, 
in Spite of our Saviour's preventing Admoni- 
tion, the moſt diſtant Inhabitants of Europe 
muſt needs worſhip the Father at Jeru/alem : 
The Effects of this abſurd Imitation were ſuch 

-— 


as 
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as might naturally be expected. The Pilgrim- 
age, having no rational End, was itſelf raiſed 
into the Catalogue of meritorious Actions; 
and, with the common Pride and Inſolence 
of Uſurpers, expelled thoſe real Virtues which 
ought ever to reign in the human Heart. Pu- 
rity of Manners was baniſhed, to make Way 
for Licentiouſneſs; and perſecuting Zeal ſup- 
planted Chriſtian Charity, The Pilgrimage 
or Cruſade attoned for all: In Proof of which 
I necd only refer you to the Hiſtory of thoſe 
vagrant Times. This, indeed, is the natu- 
ral Conſequence of over- rating the Externals 
of Religion, For where poſitive Inſtitutions 
are miſtaken for real Virtues; and reſted in, 
not as Means but as Ends, they will ever be 
laid hold of by ſelf-deceiving Men, as an At- 
tonement for the Guilt of indulged Appetites: 
Thus outward Pomp takes Place of inward 
Piety; and the idle Fopperies of an unmean- 
ing Devotion are made ſacred at the Expence 
of true Holineſs and Virtue. This Extreme 
is no leſs deſtructive to Charity than common 
Morals. Hence hath often flowed that Bit- 
terneſs of Spirit among religious Sects; for, 
miſtaking the true End of their reſpective In- 

| | ſtitutions, 
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ſtitutions, either thro' Ignorance or Pride, and 
giving the Sanction of the divine Authority to 
their own Eſtabliſhments, they have not fail- - 
ed to brand each other with the moſt odious 
Names; and conduct themſelves with ſuch 
mutual Hatred and Uncharitableneſs, as be- 


came a Reproach to that Religion they mY 
felſed. 


Mah. As many have erred in thinking too 
highly of the Externals of Religion; ſo others 
have" erred, in too lightly regarding them : 
This hath happened, ſometimes out of a Spi- 
rit of Contempt, and ſometimes from miſ- 
guided Caution. There is a certain Spirit of 
Contempt, generally prevalent among thoſe 
who would aſpire to the Character of Philo- 
phers, without the Drudgery of Thinking. 
Among theſe Men (which, we know, abound 
in the preſent, and probably have abounded 
in every Age) external Inſtitution of every 
Kind paſſeth for a Thing of nought. They 
deſpiſe the Outworks of Society, alike in Po- 
liticks and Religion. Yet they might do well 
to conſider, that Things in themſelves indif- 
ferent may, by mutual Conſent, as we have 


ſeen, 
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ſeen, become the natural Means of advancing 
pure Religion. They might do well to con- 
ſider, that altho' theſe particular Means are no 
where preſcribed; yet, that whoever ſo 
lightly accounts of theſe Inſtitutions, as to 
delpiſe, neglect, or violate them, does indeed 
and virtually tranſgreſs the Laws of God; 
becauſe, he obſtructs that which is the End 
of every divine Command, the common Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. With Regard to thoſe 
that have erred in this Extreme from a Prin- 
ciple of miſguided Caution, it needs only. be 
obſcrved, that they form to themſelves a-wrong 
Idea of themſelves and human Nature. I hat 
ſpiritual Devotion does by no Means exclude 
| bodily Worſhip : That, on the contrary, the 
one is neceſſarily heightened by the other, 
thro' the ſtrict Union of Soul with Body. 
That they are vainly attempting ta reverſe the 
Order of Providence, and labouring to raiſe 
themſelves from their embodied State, to that 
of pure Intelle&, before the appointed Time: 
that by this they rob themſelves of thoſe real 
Advantages which the God of Nature hath 
ordained, while they refuſe to call in the 
Senſes and Imagination, as the natural Aids 
of true and foiritual Worſhip. 
, 34h. 
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3aly. WE may here obſerve and admire 
the Wildom and Exccllence of Chriſtianity, 
in not appointing its Proſelytes the Obſervance 
of any particular Form of Rites or Ceremo- 
nies. The Jewiſh Ceremonial Law being 
appropriated to the Uſe of one People, aflem- 
bled in one Place, tending only to the Pur- 
pole of a temporary Separation, had in theſe 
Reſpects its: relative Propriety and Excellence. 
On the contrary, the Chriſtian Religion, be- 
ing deſtin'd'for the Service of all Mankind, 
of every Age and Nation, near and remote, 
civilized and barbarons ;:_ bath, with equal 
Wiſdom, left the Inſtitution of external Ce- 
remonies to the Conſent and various Cireum- 
ſtances of different Times and Nations. 
Thus every Country has the Power of ſuit- 
ing them to the Climate, Cuſtoms, Tempers, 
and Manners of its People. Whereas, had 
7 been delineated and preſcribed with the 
- Rigour of a local Religion, they muſt often 
— 1 with the prevailing Manners of 
a Nation, and greatly obſtructed the Comply» 
tion of Chriſtianity, 


4thly, 
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"athh. FRO M the Principles laid down 
above, we may draw a powerful Argument 
in favour of mutual Forbearance and Mode- 
ration among religious Sects. We have ſeen 
that the Forms of religious Worſhip derive a 
Part of their Force from Cuſtom. That 
thoſe Places, Actions, Poſtures, Forms, and 
Ceremonies, to which the Mind hath been 
accuſtomed, and to which it hath. habitually 
joined the Ideas of Reverence and Devotion, 
will always have a ſtronger Effect, than they 
ean poſſibly work on him who is yet a Stran- 
ger to tiiem. Every religious Sect, therefore, 
muſt ever view its own peculiar Inſtitutions in 
a more advantageous Light, than any other 
can poſſibly behold them. Habit gives them 
an additional Force and Efficacy, which none, 
who have not been ſubject to that Habit, can 
poſſibly comprehend. It throws a kind of 
Radiance or Glory round them; giving them 
the Luſtre of ſomething LGered and divine. 
Were this honeſt and laudable Partiality right- 
| ly apprehended and conſidered, and as duly 
moderated as it is natural and ſtrong, it would 

ſurely 
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ſurely tend to ſoften thoſe mutual Expreſſi- 
ons of Contempt and Hatred, ſo frecly be- 
ſtowed on each other by religious Parties, It is 
a Partiality natural to us as Men; highly laud- 
able, ſo far as it heightens our own Devotions ; 
but deſerves the ſevereſt Reproofs, when it pre- 


ſumes to intrude upon the * of our 
Neighbour. 


5thly. THEREFORE, inſtead of judg- 
ing uncharitably of others, let us rather take 
Heed, that in the Exerciſe of our own moſt 


excellent Inſtitutions, we conduct ourſelves 
in that decent and becoming Manner, as may 
raiſe our Souls to the true and ſpiritual Wor- 
ſnip recommended by our Saviour. So far as 
Parties concerned may be allowed to judge, 
we have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, that 
no Forms of Worſhip hitherto eſtabliſhed 
among Men, can better anſwer theſe great 
Purpoſes than our own. That none excel 
them in united Dignity, Simplicity, Solem- 
nity, and Power. Notwithſtanding this, if 
they be negligently or abſurdly conducted, 
they at once loſe their Nature and Efficacy; 


for 
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for external Forms being addrefſed! to the 
Seuſes, tlieir whole Force lies in àa becoming 
Conduct of them. If therefore the Miniſters 
of the Word betray any Indecency, either 
of Meanneſs or Foppery, in Habit, Speech or 
Geſture —if they prefer the Petitions of the 
Congregation, or read, or preach, in an in- 
dolent and lifeleſs Manner or if, in the op- 
poſite Extreme, they affect an idle Diſplay of 
their own Abilities or Eloquence, inſtead of 
thoſe unaffected Strains which command the 
Reaſon, and warm the Heart if the Con- 
gregation aſſembled ſhall forget the Ends of 
their coming if inſtead of Reverence and 
Devotion they diſcover Indifference and Inat- 
tention — if inſtead of thoſe decent Compo- 
ſutes of Body prefcribed by the Church, they 
indulge chemſelves in all the Variety of lazy 
'Poſtures—or. turn this. ſacred Place into a 
Seene of untimely: Mirth and Wantonneſs.— 
If theſe 'T hings, I ſay, be done, What, in 
the Name of God, what ſhall we be bettered 
by our moſt excellent Inſticutions? In Truth, 
they ceaſe to be good, when they are ill ad- 
; miniſter d, or ill attended to. | And the moſt 


de- 
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defective Forms of Worthip, when ſeriouſly 


and ſolemnly performed, are of more Value 


in the Sight of God, than the OY 
when _— neglotted. —— 8 > N 


Lash. . us, above all take Care that 
our deyout Exerciſcs may have their proper 
Effect on our Lives and Actions. Without 
this, our ſtricteſt Obſervance of them, either 
in publick or in private, is vain, and even an 
Abomination in the Sight of God. Their 
Deſign, we have ſeen, is for the Improve- 
ment of our Minds in Piety and Virtue: If 
they have not theſe Effects upon us, it were 
even ſcandalous to boaſt that we enjoy the Be- 
nefit of them. By this, we ſtand ſelf- con- 
demned ; and avow ourſelves wicked, in ſpite 
of the beſt Aſſiſtances. Peace and Piety, and 
Virtue, are the Ends of all Religion; and 
our Saviour's Declaration authorizeth us to at- 
firm, that one Form of Worſhip can only 
be preferred to another, as it contributes more. 
to theſe great Ends. Let the Excellence of 
ours, therefore, ſhine out in its Effects: ſo 
fhall Men know it by its Fruits As we 
have the beſt Aſſiſtances, ſo let us make the 
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